Moral Dilemmas

Professor: Dr. Tamrika Khvtisiashuvili

Class hours: To be determined. Once a week. 90 min. each
Email: tamrikak@gmail.com

Prerequisite
This course is appropriate for bachelors or masters students. Intermediate level of English
language proficiency is preferable.

Courese description:

Through games, simulation, debates and discussion various moral dilemmas will be presented in
the classroom. Students will practice forming arguments, establishing strong listening and
speaking skills and solving problems in the classroom settings regarding moral dilemmas. The
topics will range from immigration to homelessness, death penalty, gender, environmental
issues and educational reforms. Debate and presentation skills will be practiced as well as
critical reading of texts. This classroom is meant to be interactive with hands-on activities,
requiring high participation. The course intends to heighten the proficiency in English language
academic skills as well as enhance critical thinking skills, providing a platform for rich, complex,
nuanced and honest conversations.

Course expectations:

Empowering students as creators is an essential part of the course. That means we, educators
shift our professional thinking and instruction to enable authentic opportunities for students to
individually and collaboratively tinker, build, inquire, design, and create. With that in mind,
students will develop their own authentic moral dilemmas that they will present to class.

1. Each student will lead a discussion on a specific moral dilemma theme.

2. There will be occasional homework and readings to be done before class. Homework format
might range from written to video or audio essays.

3. Students participation and respectful attention to others’ participation are the bases of this
seminar.

Topics (subject to change based on student interests):

What is Morality?

Right vs Wrong: Ethnocentrism / Relativism
Grey zone

Cultural values and social norms

Value / problem of silence

Moral Dilemma: Education
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Moral Dilemma:

Moral Dilemma

Moral Dilemma
Moral Dilemma

Immigration

: Capitalism / Socialism
Moral Dilemma:
Moral Dilemma:
Moral Dilemma:
Moral Dilemma:
: Climate justice

: Transgender rights
Moral Dilemma:
Moral Dilemma:
Moral Dilemma:
Moral Dilemma:

Animal rights

Homelessness / Population control
Technology

Health care

Death penalty

Language rights

Doing and allowing

Free speech / Hate speech
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